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BROOMFIELD  

Work of God at Broomfield 

Sunday Services 

Broomfield friends have led a number of Local Arrangement services, and it is encouraging 
that folk are willing to volunteer to participate in such services. The Overcomers group love to 
share their inspiring personal stories of faith and to lead worship with their singing, under the 
creative leadership of Hilary. 

Taking our place in the Community 

 We have continued to raise the profile of Broomfield Methodist Church (BMC) in the village by 
participating in the annual Christmas tree festival, where our eco tree was well received, the 
village Flower Festival and the village fete where Messy Church had a marquee with craft ac-
tivities based on the Olympics. We were delighted that Broomfield was awarded the accolade 
of being a toilet twinned village as BMC spread the word throughout the village, inspiring other 
groups to twin their toilets too. All these activities have given us the opportunity to speak to 
folk attending, answer their questions and spread the love of Jesus. 

Eco Church 

We have continued to raise the profile of Eco Church with our members and friends through 
our services, notice board, prayers, and church notices. Friends are continuing to bring their 
plastic flowerpots for recycling and tools to send to TWAM (Tools with a Mission), which will be 
our church charity next year. Our property managers continue to look at ways we can make 
our church heating and lighting more energy efficient and sourcing fair trade tea and coffee as 
well as greener cleaning products. 

Outreach 

We continue to serve Madalayne Court, our local care home, with a service once a month 
and a chance to meet and chat with the residents. Mark has taken Communion Services, 
which have been very much appreciated by residents and staff alike. 

We continue to provide space for the 3B’s (Broomfield Baby Bereavement Support Group) 
to meet and have given permission for them to refurbish and furnish a room in the 
church hall where families can find a safe and supportive space to share their feelings 
of loss and pain. The Church Hall is also used once a month on a Friday for a toddler 
group for the families. During Baby Loss Awareness Week and at Christmas time families 
are invited to come along to our candlelit church to light their own candles and quiet 
music offers them the space to reflect and think about their children. The Peace Gar-
den at the rear of the church hall is also well used by these families, another quiet 
space to remember and this is especially visited on difficult days such as birthdays, an-
niversaries, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day and at Christmas.  

Messy Church continues to meet once a month and we now have around 20 families who 
eagerly await their invitation to register for the next service.  



3 

This year we have explored the story of the man being lowered through the roof or over 
the balcony of the church in our case! We looked for Jesus when he went missing! We 
had breakfast with Jesus as well as reflecting on being salt and light and God’s 
promises. We also celebrated Christmas and Easter, with the enthusiastic waving of 
palm leaves. We have a loyal congregation who come to Messy Church regularly and 
it’s great to get to know them and welcome them to the church. Their enthusiasm is 
certainly infectious. In July we had a new venture with “Messy Church Goes Wild” 
where we took our families to the local woods and park to soak themselves in the 
beauty of God’s creation. 

Looking to the Future. 

We continue to attend the meetings with our friends in Chelmsford from the other 
churches to explore a possible future where we can come together and share our 
resources more effectively. 

We are looking at the possibility of developing a Messy Parents and Carers group with our 
Messy Church Families. 

We are also looking at the possibility of setting up another Bereavement Support Group 
and we have been approached to host a Teenage Cancer Support Group by a friend of 
the church. The cosy newly refurbished room could provide a “Home” for such 
groups. 

A new garden is in the planning stage, using the patio outside the Common room. Messy 
Church have made a bug hotel for the garden and were very excited as a ladybird 
explored the rooms in the hotel. 

We have decided to adopt an Eco friendly project for our annual Church Charity. 
Broomfield continues to face the challenge of the aging profile of those who are willing 

to take on the responsibility and commitment of leadership and needs to take some 
difficult and challenging decisions in the very near future. 

BROOMFIELD  
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CHRIST CHURCH BRAINTREE  
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Christ Church Coggeshall 

 

  

We meet for a relaxed and informal worship service on Sunday 

afternoons. While many of our long-standing members would like 

to return to morning services, we are increasingly welcoming 

people who have other commitments on Sunday mornings. We 

also meet for prayer once a month, on Monday afternoons, and for 

a worship and prayer evening bi-monthly on Saturdays. 

Our coffee morning and toddler group on Thursday mornings continue to be popular, 

and we seek other opportunities to engage with our community. We held a Christingle 

service in December, and invited a local choir to take part in our carol service, which 

was very well received. 

 

Coggeshall has a Christmas market every year, at which we serve hot drinks and 

mince pies, and host a cake sale. This year we invited local charities, businesses and 

groups to contribute angels to our display. We also had a stall at the town summer 

festival again, which is always fun and a great way to meet people. 

 

We are aware of the spiritual battle going on, and visions have confirmed how real that 

is in Coggeshall. We continue to faithfully pray that our congregation will increase in 

depth of faith and in number. And as well as praying that God will meet our needs 

(which we know he will do), this year we have been praying that He will bring through 

our doors those who need to be among us. 

 

CHRIST CHURCH COGGESHALL 
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GT NOTLEY  

 

 

What a year! 2023 marked the 25th anniversary of The Church in Great Notley. We began 

the year with a joyful silver jubilee service, with lots of friends and faces from CIGN past 

and present in attendance. It was a fantastic opportunity to thank people for their contri-

bution in the life and witness of the church.  

This year we were encouraged to see a number of people take significant steps of faith and 

belonging. We were delighted to host a confirmation service in April, in which four mem-

bers of the congregation were confirmed. Later in August, we had two adult baptisms and 

three adults admitted to Church Membership.  

The ministry team has also changed shape. Nikki Horsely was ordained deacon and began 

her curacy working across the Three Churches as well as continuing her work in school, 

and Roman Kukiewicz was licensed as an Associate Priest to the benefice. Our wonderful 

URC Minister David Sebley is currently taking a sabbatical, and we look forward to his re-

turn in September. We were also delighted to appoint a Benefice Administrator in Septem-

ber 2023. Lisa Gregson is an excellent addition to our team and has alleviated a significant 

amount of administration from the ministry team, which means they have more time for 

encouraging ministry and mission – e.g. dreaming and scheming! 

As such, we have started a new initiative ‘Wiggle Church’, a monthly thirty-minute service 

for under 7s and their families. It has been well received and we are excited to see how it 

will grow. 

 

We have also deepened our links with our local school, Notley Green, through a ministry 

of cake baking to bless the staff each week. There have been more opportunities to use 

the church with the school, not only for lessons but to host a school art exhibition which 

went really well. 

 

We have also re-established links with our local nursing home and have a team that pro-

vides a monthly Holy Communion service there. 

After a few challenging years, we were delighted to have a better financial year. We are 

grateful for God’s provision and generosity of Congregation on a gift day, as well as the 

hard work of our Treasurer, Lisa Scott. 
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As we look to the future, we will be looking at doing some revisioning: how is God calling 

us to serve our community and grow in faith for the next 25 years – and beyond? We will 

be embarking on a season of waiting, listening and hearing to find out what God is prepar-

ing for us to do in Great Notley. So, we will be praying and discerning as a whole church 

throughout the summer to help us develop some priorities for mission and evangelism.  

We worship a God who is able to do more than we can ask or imagine, so once again, we 

place ourselves and our church into God’s hands, looking forward to the future with hope 

and expectancy. 

Rev Rachel Prior 

GT NOTLEY  

Wiggle Church School Art Exhibition 
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HALSTEAD 

We continue to be thankful that we can maintain our regular Sunday morning worship. We are delighted 
that our formal membership has increased slightly this year, with 3 of our regular worshippers asking to be 
made members.  

  

We organise our own “taxi” journeys to church, with those who have cars enabling those who have no 
transport to come to Sunday worship - thank you, drivers!  

  

We realise that we are some miles away from much of the circuit, and give special thanks  to those 
preachers who are willing and able to come to lead worship here. We are blessed, too, by several of our 
members being willing to lead “local arrangement” services, usually based on a specific theme according 
to the diary date - so, Mothering Sunday, Palm Sunday, and so on.  

  

The highlight of this past year was the celebration of 150 years of worship here in Halstead Methodist 
Church. We were delighted to welcome the Chair of this Methodist District, Rev’d David Chapman, who 
(without the aid of notes! ) astounded us with the number and variety of other significant events which took 
place in the same year as our church here began.  

  

We are always glad to be able to use our premises for other gatherings. The local photographic society 
meets here, we held a jumble sale recently (to raise much - needed funds) and got to know one of our 
neighbours when he asked to use our hall in order to practise his trombone…….   And yes, the Safeguarding 
rules were, of course, adhered to. 

  

We continue to support the local Foodbank, as well as supporting each other in practical and prayerful 
ways. Most worshippers stay for refreshments after our Sunday worship and join in the sharing of the joys 
and sorrows of our lives too, as we gather around the long table.  

  

So, as always, “We will praise Him for all that is past -  

                            and trust Him for all that’s to come”.  

 

Rev Sue King 
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HATFIELD PEVEREL   

     “WORK of GOD”   in HATFIELD PEVEREL METHODIST CHURCH     from September 2023                                                                 

The first major event for us, during the church calendar year, was a change of venue.    

During last September we had been considering changing our venue to enable us to be 

more visible within the community, so agreed to have a trial period of e few months, 

holding our services in one of the rooms at our village hall. The management have been 

most accommodating and helpful, setting up the room for us every Sunday.                                                     

Our services continue to vary in format and content, keeping our worship fresh and 

inspiring and led by our very talented duo, -- Eddie on guitar and Jane leading the singing. 

We provide our own coffee before our services but afterwards we enjoy the advantage of 

being able to mingle with other folk in the community café.  

This arrangement seems to be working well so we have recently agreed to make the 

contract permanent.  Our new contact details are as follows:-                                                                                                                 

Email address --     hpmethodistchurch@gmail.com.                                                                                          

Website ---          “ Home - Hatfield Peverel Methodist Church (e-voice.org.uk)”.                                         

                                                                                ******* 

Returning back to last year, we were pleased to be invited back once again in December,  by 

the landlord of “The Duke” (one of our local pubs) to  lead the customers in an evening of 

singing Christmas Carols. 

On Palm Sunday we hosted a successful Easter Craft event, organised by Nicky and Jeff 

Hosking who invited the local brownies and their parents. They were encouraged to “have a 

go” at making a variety of crafts, all related to the various stages of the Easter story. The 

challenges were enjoyed by all ages and many asked “When is the next event”? 

Throughout 2023/2024 we have continued with:- 

   *  a fortnightly Bible Study. This has been well attended and is still inspiringly led by Jeff. 

He has encouraged many thoughtful discussions on the subjects of Rogues & Scoundrels in 

the Bible and is now planning a 4 part series called “There are no strong people” written  by 

Jeff Lucas based on Samson. 

   * Lunch Club at St. Andrew’s Junior School. 

Each Monday Barry & Ria bring Bible stories to life for the children, via videos, simple 

discussions and related craftwork. This quarter the children have seen some of the Miracles 

performed by Jesus and the Old Testament story of Gideon and have had fun making  
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baskets with fish and bread, turning water into wine, shields, a mobile and God’s eye 

weaving. The underlying aim is to teach the children that God loves every one of them. 

   *   Stitch 2 Enrich group. This is still popular with village friends and church members, 

who are enjoying the opportunity to learn new embroidery techniques from our very 

skilled and patient instructor Jane Cook.  Leading up to Christmas we were asked to make 

tree decorations for the Charity “United in Kind”, who distributed them amongst lonely 

people in the community. Our small efforts to show “someone cares” were much 

appreciated by the recipients.   As the name of the group implies, those who attend St 2 E 

are also enriched socially, as there is no pressure to stitch at all but just chat over a cup of 

tea if preferred, in a relaxed welcoming environment, in a corner of the community café 

within the Village hall. 

    *   Maintenance of the Junior School garden. 

John Clemo continues to volunteer on a weekly basis to work with groups of children 

keeping the garden tidy and teaching them how to look after the flowers and vegetables 

they grow. He also shows them how to do willow weaving which is very popular. 

 New Outreach ventures include:-  

Participating in our Village Spring show --- We took part as a church last April, inspired by 

the ST 2 E group. Jane realized we had the potential to enter a good number of classes in 

the embroidery and craft sections. So between us we put in 18 different entries, 

considerably boosting the usual number, which pleased the organizers. We all enjoyed 

making our entries and achieved excellent results but equally importantly, it has helped us 

to be more visible in the community. 

Encourage by this success, we are now planning to submit more entries in the Autumn 

Show in October  preceding this, with a Craft Event in September, where young and old 

alike will be able to learn new skills then hopefully also enter their achievements into the 

show. 

 

HATFIELD PEVEREL   
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Finally, on June 17th and 18th we took part in a very challenging but most rewarding 

Outreach event instigated by Rev. Barry and Ria. We would like to thank them for their 

vision and enthusiasm  (and their encouragement to us to help) to provide all the children 

of our local Junior School, with the opportunity to take part in a “Life Exhibition ”     A  

multi-media experience set up to encourage children to question, challenge and form their own 

opinions on the story of Jesus – from his birth and historic roots, his teachings and  miracles to his death 

and resurrection. 

This required a lot of planning in advance by Barry and Ria and much physical work by 

many members of our church, to set up and dismantle   equipment and for some, to take 

on roles of leaders during the event However, seeing all the children’s enthusiastic 

responses during the two days, made all the effort very worthwhile. They loved watching 

the Videos, using tablets with headphones, having simple discussions and doing computer 

voting. It was an amazing event, loved by the children and much appreciated by all the 

Teachers. 

Barry & Ria then continued this outreach by taking the Life Exhibition to South Woodham 

Ferrers to set it all up again, with a new team of assistants, to give the children of Trinity 

St. Mary’s Primary School the same experience. 

(More details of this resource, for anyone interested, are explained in the latest July/

August Circuit Newsletter) 

 Ria has asked for the following prayer to be included in this report;- 

We give God praise and thanks for all who participated and worked so very hard to make this event a 

success. One can never underestimate the power of God at work in the lives of children through his 

faithful servants.                                                                                                                                                                          

Thank you for your support and prayers in this work,    Blessings, Ria Allen   (School’s worker)  

 

Aileen French 

 

 

 

 

 

HATFIELD PEVEREL   
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MALDON  

         Maldon Methodist Church  

 

St. Peter’s Stitchers Knit-N-Natter group. 

Warm Spaces  

 

The group was started in the cafe at St. Peter’s Hospital Maldon early 2022. In June of 

2023 the cafe had to close due to health issues for the lady who ran it. After talking to the 

Church lettings secretary, Mark and Moira, two of our church members, invited the group 

to move to the church where they meet every Thursday morning. 

In the autumn of 2024 we became an official Warm Space and now also provide a simple 

light lunch to all who come. 

Not all who come knit. Some just come to natter. We have a couple of vulnerable people 

attend just for somewhere to go. Also two or three of the ladies who used to volunteer at 

the cafe come and deal with the teas and coffees for us.  

We have had a couple of visits from Essex Police, one to talk about crime prevention and 

one to talk about fraud and scams.  

 

One week a local district councillor came to talk about the proposed closure of St Peters 

hospital and to assist anyone who wanted to complete the consultation questionnaire on 

paper. 

 

Another time Mark and Moira, who are a members of the Lions Club Of East Anglia Lion-

ess, presented the Lion’s ‘Message In A Bottle’ project and handed out bottles to anyone 

who wanted them. This is where you list your medication and allergies etc on a form 

which is stored in a plastic bottle in the fridge. In the event of a medical emergency the 

paramedics will have all the details they need if you are unable to speak. 

We regularly have around 24/25 people in attendance. 
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Everyone who wants to puts a pound in the pot and when we have enough we give Julie 

Taylor the cash for another bleed control pack. She raises funds for these in memory of her 

grandson. Liam, who was knifed to death in an unprovoked attack at the age of 19. We are 

currently paying for one bleed kit per month. 

Wesley Guild  

Meet every other Wednesday at 2.30 pm and always start with a time of worship.    We 

have various speakers who enrich our lives by telling us of their interests and experiences.  

We try to include items covering devotional, social, cultural and educational themes.  We 

usually finish by saying The Grace together and enjoying a ‘cuppa’. 

Bible Study 

At Maldon Methodist Church we joined in the Scripture Union Bible study of the Book of 

Revelation last year. It was a challenging but also an insightful and rewarding study which 

we all enjoyed. 

This year we completed the study on the book of Romans. Every lesson was preached on 

for the first six lessons. This was enormously helpful as it prepared us in advance for each 

study. These studies came with a workbook and was presented by Andrew Ollerton via vid-

eo.  

The questions in the workbook help with the discussions at each session.  

We completed the last four sessions on Romans during the month of May.  

Our bible study group at Maldon have enjoyed these studies enormously and are looking 

forward to doing the next study.   

 Keyring   

Meet on Tuesdays every week at 2.30pm. Previously this was a ladies group but we now 

include men as well. Each meeting has a different theme but we always begin with a short 

act of worship and end with refreshments. 

The themes have included music, animals of the Bible, visits people have made, a funny 

look at ageing and most recently D-Day.  

 

We share friendship and fellowship together in a safe place.  Our numbers vary each week 

due to ill health or medical appointments but we always enjoy a time of fun, fellowship 

and refreshments. We celebrate each member’s birthday.  

MALDON  
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Mums and Tots 

 

Meet every Monday during the school term for children from new born to 4 years of age. 

We have various ride on toys, dolls, prams, slide on the outside of the chairs where the 

mums, dads, grandparents sit. There is a corner for reading, puzzles and drawing. In the 

middle of the adult’s ring there are other toys for the children to play with.  

 

There are refreshments for the children and the adults, action songs, and lots of fellowship 

with the adults.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MALDON  
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MOULSHAM LODGE  
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MOULSHAM LODGE  
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Bob Griffin  

MOULSHAM LODGE  
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ST AUGUSTINES  
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ST AUGUSTINES  
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ST AUGUSTINES 
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In  September we had a joint Harvest Service with all of Barry’s Churches. It was 

held in Maldon and the congregation included folks from Witham, Maldon, Hatfield 

Peverel and ourselves. We enjoyed a shared lunch afterwards. 

 

In September we also had our usual joint Harvest service with our Anglican friends. 

Donations - financial and practical - were made to CHESS in Chelmsford.  

 

“Open the book” project run by a group of members in the Church is now well 

established in the town and regularly goes into 2 local schools. This is a wonderful 

outreach project to the younger members of our community.  

 

 Memory worship is led monthly by the Methodist Church community in Windle 

Court - our local Care Home. Val Carter leads the worship and as an Anna Chaplain 

is able to support the community in a special way. 

 

Monthly Creative Church with Arts and Crafts activities for local children and their 

parents continues on the first Saturday of the month in the local Church School hall. 

The numbers attending monthly are gradually increasing and those who run the 

group are particularly encouraged by the interaction with the parents and feel it is a 

wonderful outreach opportunity to spread the word of God. Those attending are 

repeatedly amazed that the morning is free! No charge for the activities or 

refreshments! 

 

We had a joint service of Remembrance in November with our Anglican friends led by 

a Methodist local Preacher. 

 

We had a variety of Christmas services and Advent Courses during the Christmas 

season. 

 

We had a tree of Joy in Church during the Festive season to collect toys and Gifts for 

children who would not usually receive a gift at Christmas. It was very well supported 

and people gave generously. 

 

Our annual  Town Carol Service was held in the church as it had been so cold last year by the 
Bandstand in the town! All denominations from the town took part and some of the local schools. 
It was lovely to have a full church! 
 
There was a United Covenant Service with Maldon, Witham, Hatfield Peverel and ourselves at the 
beginning of January followed by a shared lunch.  

Continued/…. 
 

SOUTH WOODHAM FERRERS   
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The stewards and members of the congregation met in March to discuss the circuit mission 
statement. We felt that our strengths as a church lie in our style/gift/skills for traditional Methodist 
Values and are considering ways to increase the congregation with that in mind.  
 
World Day of Prayer took place on March 1st in the Evangelical church and was attended by people 
from all the denominations in South Woodham Ferrers. it was particularly poignant this year as we 
remembered the women from Palestine. We all enjoyed fellowship and  refreshments after the 
service.  
 
Our Lent ecumenical Bible Study was based on Romans and included zoom sessions across the 
circuit and face to face sessions in Maldon that some of our congregation attended.  
 
The Anglican Church is currently without a minister and we are working together to share some 
services. They are invited to our Monthly Communion services on the first Sunday of the Month.  
 
 Our witness on Good Friday was an open air worship and drama at the Bandstand in our town 
square. We felt this was an effective way to witness our Faith in the town. 
 
Our regular activities include: 
• Foodbank  
• Weekly prayer  group 
• House group/bible study every fortnight. 
• Retiring collections for disaster funds as appropriate. 
• Action for Children Collecting boxes 
 

Reflecting on the last year of the work of God in the Church my first thought was that there is  

increasingly more admin to attend to - as in society in general! There are ongoing safeguarding 

issues to keep up to date, there has been Equality and Diversity training for some of us to complete, 

data protection, to name just 3 things from a long list.! Things have also been, and continue to be 

challenging for those of us on our Joint Church Council( we share our building with the Anglican and 

Catholic Churches). There are many practical things to attend to following the quinquennial 

inspection and that has meant a lot of work for the fabric committee in particular. There are many 

risks and responsibilities matters that are being updated. It does all feel overwhelming at times. But 

then my next thought was that once again we are so lucky in our church because we all play our part 

in a different way. Whilst all the admin and meetings take up a lot of time for some, others are able to 

attend prayer meetings, Bible studies, the monthly arts and crafts and Open the Book. There are all 

the things we take for granted that continue to happen on a regular basis - the notices, the church 

finances, the music and AV and preparation for services each week. And finally, and in many ways 

the most important, is the love and care we show and give to each other in times of sadness and joy. 

We can’t all do everything, but with all of us doing something we are hopefully succeeding in doing 

God’s work successfully in the church. 

I would like to thank everyone who contributes to the life of the church. 

 
Tricia Tutin  

SOUTH WOODHAM FERRERS   
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Early in the church year and having sadly said goodbye to her after her three years attached to Trinity, 
some of us were excited to visit Highlands Methodist Church at Leigh-on-Sea for the splendid welcome 
service for Heather (now, Rev Heather) Simmons, our former trainee minister.  She is now the minister of 
that church and of the Fishermen’s Chapel, whilst continuing as a musician and as a chaplain to musicians.  
We wish her well and we know she will be a big asset in those situations.  

 

At the same time, we at Trinity, as well as in the circuit, were accustoming ourselves to having only two 
presbyters in the Circuit, Rev Ramona having returned to Antigua and no replacement for her having been 
made.  This had meant that Rev Mark had found it necessary to minister more widely than usual and we 
show extra appreciation of all that he does for us and for the Circuit.  More, very positive, news of that 
later…..! 

 

There has been much discussion in Chelmsford, amongst the Methodist churches, about their future roles 
and ambitions for mission in the city.  The holding, once each month, of a combined service for those 
churches has continued throughout the year, and this has been much appreciated by all.  Initially, this was 
for four churches; the sad closure of the Hall Street church at the end of 2023 has meant we are now a 
three-church grouping.  The services, often carefully themed, have usually been prepared and led by Rev 
Mark, always very thoughtfully and inspiringly.  A small singing group often takes part -  we were 
prompted to do this, initially, by Rev Heather, who had brought her wonderful Waterside Choir over from 
Leigh to take part on one occasion! 

 

The three-churches initiative has been on a much wider footing than just the combined services, however.  
Regular meetings have been, and still are, taking place at which representatives from the churches are 
considering many angles on the way forward.  In particular, examples of good practice in other parts of 
the country have been examined by some of our representatives visiting Methodist communities there.  
We pray for good decisions being forthcoming, so as to ensure that our future is sustainable and that a 
Christian witness will continue in our city.  To this end, we have recently started to hold prayer walks, 
each one being around a different location in Chelmsford, when we pray specifically for various localised 
activities, such as schools, medical practices, community activities and such.  Preparations are also well 
advanced for a three-churches Arts and Crafts weekend in September, culminating in a harvest 
celebration. 

 

We have had to come to terms, in recent times, with the fact that church organists are far less numerous 
than in earlier years.  We welcome the fact that Gerald makes himself available to play the organ for 
services whenever he can, and we have been delighted to welcome, in recent weeks, Katie, who plays the 
piano for us and is always keen to be involved.  We are pleased to have our Worship Band leading the 
singing once each month, Rev Mark being prominent on bass guitar!  On other occasions, we sing, 
accompanied by Christian worship videos from the internet.  More of what we do now depends on having 
a skilled team of IT experts, to prepare and project a variety of resources, and we are always on the 
lookout to expand this team. 

TRINITY   
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Christmastime at Trinity followed its established pattern, with a Big Sing just before Christmas, and then a 
Pyjama Service, a midnight Christmas Eve communion service and a Christmas Day family service.   

There had again been an enthusiastic and well-received Carol Singing evening in a local pub, splendidly 
accompanied on the piano by Dave Cooke, the husband of Rev Heather. 

 

Our house groups have continued to play an important part in the life of the church, as has our effective 
pastoral system.  We have now renamed our pastoral visitors as “pastoral links”, recognising that there 
are many ways of maintaining effective contact, not only by actual visitation. 

 

Our Music and Drama Fellowship continues to thrive and, this year, celebrates an unbelievable sixty years 
since its inception.  Initially created for church members to perform Gilbert and Sullivan operettas, also 
spiritual and secular plays, in the church hall or the worship area, much has changed over the years.  
These days, many of our members are from other churches or none, and our productions are on a much 
more massive scale.  Central to this is our week at the Chelmsford Theatre (formerly the Civic Theatre) 
each May, when we perform a musical.  This year, it was a very well-received My Fair Lady.  (Sadly, G&S 
no longer brings in big audiences, so we have to look elsewhere.)  We look forward to performing a 
concert version of Chess, at our own church, in October.  Last October, in our church, we did a concert of 
music from Oscar-nominated films, again well received.  A lovely spin-off each year is that our May show 
coincides with Christian Aid Week, and so we collect for Christian Aid, in buckets, as patrons leave the 
theatre.  This year, we amassed a splendid £825! 

 

Another very valuable activity that has continued during the year is our TLC group.  (The acronym stands 
for “Trinity Link Club” or “Tender Loving Care”, both of which are appropriate.)  Once each fortnight, on 
Wednesday mornings, elderly people come together for a social morning and a lunch on the premises.  
Also, once each month, on Sundays, there are Friendship Lunches, followed by an informal service of Holy 
Communion, for those who wish to participate.  Our Men’s Supper Club continues, once per two months, 
to provide an opportunity for men to come together for a convivial meal, followed by a presentation, on 
a religion-based or secular topic, by an invited speaker. 

 

An activity which you would not normally associate with Methodism is our Bowls Club.  Chancellor Park 
Methodist Bowls Club came into being at the start of the 2023 outdoor bowling season, being a merger of 
the old Trinity and Hall Street clubs.  We retained the word Methodist and based the new name on the 
name of our shared bowling green.  We are currently in our second season together.   We have members 
from all three of the city Methodist churches, also from other churches and from none.  We compete 
against other local, “normal” clubs, in a Tuesday evening league, also in friendly matches.  We have 
internal tournaments and informal “roll ups”.  New members are always welcome. 
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And now, to the future…..!  We look forward, with anticipation, to the arrival of our, currently missing, 
third Chelmsford Circuit presbyter.  Rev Asif Karam, currently in the Newham circuit, will be arriving in 
September, to join with Rev Mark in a Chelmsford team ministry.  He will be largely associated with us at 
Trinity, with Mark, although being in the circuit for another two years, broadly assigned to other churches.  
We shall miss his vibrancy at Trinity, although we know he will still be around, but we look forward to 
giving Asif a warm welcome and to him developing our work and witness, maybe in new ways.  We 
earnestly pray that, whatever the future may hold, our Christian witness in our city may thrive. 

 

JEFF GREEN 
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